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Introduction

• Started my own blog on Wordpress to learn

• www.louco73.com

• AWS, Amazon Linux, Google Adsense/Analytics

• Moved Gold Coast Hash House Harriers site 
from pure HTML to Wordpress

• Created online store for my parent's skincare 
business

• www.skinglow.com.au

• Using Wordpress with MarketPress



Introduction

• Working on a computer component search site

• PHP, Apache, Oracle Database, MySQL, 
Application Express

• Created some more blogs for a friend and wife

• Started a baby product site

• baby.laydu.com

• Using Wordpress with WooCommerce

http://www.louco73.com/


Objective

• Compare two popular and free e-commerce 
plug-ins for Wordpress

• Demonstrate what they can do without coding a 
single line of PHP!

• No changes to themes/CSS



MarketPress



MarketPress

• Marketed as the best thing to replace WP-
ecommerce

• Developed by WPMUDEV

• http://premium.wpmudev.org/

• Themes, plug-ins, support, hosting

• USD$35 a month for support and upgrades

• Free version available! :)
• With less features :(



http://premium.wpmudev.org/


MarketPress

• Multiple payment gateways (PayPal, 
Authorize.net, Google checkout, 2checkout, 
Moneybookers, eWay, Cubepoints and more)

• Works great with any WordPress theme and 
looks great with AJAXy goodness

• Fully internationalized by the WPML crew

• Sell real objects, or digital downloads (with 
limits and tracking!), with ease



MarketPress

• Shipping, coupons, Google Analytics 
Ecommerce tracking, sale pricing, unlimited 
product variations, and so so much more!

• Supports Multisite, so you can have a series of 
stores in a network which you take a % from



MarketPress Lite vs Premium



MarketPress Pros

• Straight forward to install, just a normal plug-in

• Reasonable options for a free site with PayPal 
support

• Active community and support

• Relatively easy to understand and use

• Can pay once to get the premium version with 
all the features



MarketPress Cons

• Have to pay to get support

• Websites are a mess and push you to pay at 
every opportunity

• While support was responsive they couldn't 
resolve a tax issue for Australian sites

• GST is inclusive in prices by law in Australia

• Not as comprehensive or as “nice” as 
WooCommerce

• SEO experts and fill Google with their stuff



WooCommerce



WooCommerce

• Marketed as enterprise-level quality

• Developed by WooThemes

• http://www.woothemes.com

• Themes, plug-ins, support, hosting

• Base package is free! :)
• But you pay for each additional feature :(





WooCommerce

• PayPal Standard Gateway - Accept credit cards 
and PayPal payments

• Mijireh Checkout - Accept credit cards via 
Stripe, Authorize.net, PayPal, eWay, SagePay, 
Braintree, PayLeap, and more.

• BACS, Cheque and Cash on Delivery - Simple 
offline gateways

• Flat rate shipping - Ship your items using a flat 
cost



WooCommerce

• Free shipping - Ship for free, or require a 
coupon to enable

• International delivery, Local delivery and local 
Pickup

• Google Analytics - Powerful analytics, including 
eCommerce tracking

• Sharedaddy and ShareThis - Let your 
customers share your products with their 
friends



WooCommerce Free vs Paying

• Tonnes of plug-ins

• http://www.woothemes.com/product-
category/woocommerce-extensions/

• Pay only for what you need

• Shipping multiple addresses $29

• PayPal Advanced $49

• Tablerate Shipping $99

• Can become very expensive very quickly



WooCommerce Pros

• Straight forward to install, just a normal plug-in

• Reasonable options for a free site with Paypal 
support

• Active community and support

• Very “nice” and helpful design

• WooThemes are integrated through Wootique

• Websites are clean and easy to find information



WooCommerce Cons

• Have to pay to get support

• Paying for what you need sounds great, but can 
cost a lot

• Could not put individual prices for shipping

• Only supports Paypal Standard for free

• Images need to be the same size or the layout 
goes nasty

• Checkout interface is a bit messy (squashed)



Summary



Summary

• Straight forward to get your own e-commerce 
site up and running for FREE!

• Spend the time to learn how each product 
works and plan how you will use it

• Product categories, variations, look and feel, 
payment gateways, shipping methods

• Don't forget on a plan to bring people to your 
store!
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